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TiEA RN 1703

The Origin and Spread of the System
of a Week Seven Days

Li Bagjia

Abstract . Sumerian seven—day week system based on the phases of

the moon and the tides was religiousized by Judaism on the Genesis seven days

{ the seventh day as the yom shabas) . Babylon was changed to the seven stars

on duty {the first day as the Sunday ), which was passed on 10 Rome through
Greece, and to Germany through Rome, The Roman Empire designated the Hes-
urrection Day { Sunday ) as the digs Dominica. Islam follows the seventh day of
creation and takes the sixth day as the Junte'ali, The seven stars on duty was in-
trocduced to Ching in the Tang Dynasty, In the Northem Song Dynasty, it was in-

troduced into the “ Yingtian Calendar” | which took dies Veneris { Jumu'ah ) as

the epoch. In the Southern Song Dynasty, the Chinese Buddhist “li-hai”



132 L

ship) was used for Muslim worship, and the fumu'ah was called “li-bai-ri"
{ worship day) . In the late Ming Dvnasty, “li-bai” tumed to refer 10 Catholic
worghip, Sunday, ete. The Zhangzhou dialeet (## ) recorded by the Do-
minga monks is lei*=pai’ { Sunday) to lei'—pai’ lac® { Saturday) . In the late
(Jing Dynasty, the star eyele system was standardized , and Sunday was the sev-
enth day. The seven—day week system originated from Sumer was endowed with
the color of the gods in the process of dissemination, and its epochs highlighted

their reapective religious values, According to the solar calendar, the seven—day

system no longer eorresponds to the phases of the moon—tides; even with the lu-
nar calendar, the seven—day system is not an exact caleulation period corre-
sponding to the changes of the moon phases.

Key words: Moon phase—tidal; Seven=day system; Genesis seven days;

Seven stars on duty; Worship system; Star evele system
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